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THE 
CONVENTION 
Vindicated. 


FTER the ſtrong Appearances 
A there were laſt Spring, that a War 
with Spain was unavoidable, to pro- 

cure Redreſs to our injured Mer- 

chants, and future Security to our American 
Trade, it muſt give a very ſenſible Pleaſure to 
the Friends of the Government, to ſee fo fair a 
Proſpect of having the Differences which have 
ſo long ſubſiſted, amicably and effectually ac- 
commodated by Way of Treaty, which the 
Preliminary Convention ratified by the two 
Crowns gives the greateſt Aſſurances of. 
And this Pleaſure is not a little heighten'd 
by the viſible Mortification it has giyen to the. 
A 2 Enemies 


(6) 
Enemies of our Peace, who have no Hopes 
of ſucceeding in their ambitious Views, or of 
- gratifying their implacable Reſentments, but 
by diltrethng the Adminiſtration, and throwing 
'Afairs both at Home and Abroad into Con- 
fuſion. Theſe Gentlemen had flatter d them- 
ſelves, that the Miſunderſtandings between 
the Crowns of Great Britain and Spain were 
carried to ſuch a Height, and the Differences 
between them ſo great, that a Rupture muſt 
needs be the immediate Conſequence ; that 
the Miniſters did not dare to try any other 
Meaſures, and that if they did, they could 
not ſucceed. And to do them Juſtice, no- 
thing has been wanting on their Parts, by all 
. provoking and inflammatory Methods; to bring 
Matters to ſuch a' Criſis ; They did not think, 
Spain would ever ſubmit to ſuch Terms for 
a Convention as the Britiſh Miniſtry could ac- 
cept; and as the Diſtahce between London and 
Madrid, joined to the natural and well-known 
Dilatorineſs of that Court, would unavoid- 
ably require a good deal of Time before the 
onvention could be returned, the Patriots 
conceived no ſmall Hopes, that the King would 
be obliged to open the Seſſion without being 
able to give the Parliament the. Satisfaction 
they now have, that any thing was finally con- 
cluded with Spain. And then what Matter 
of Triumph would there have been to theſe 
honeft Gentlemen, who have the Good of their 
Country ſo much at Heart ! How tragically 


would they have lamented the miſerable Con- 
| dition 
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dition of the Britiſh Merchant! How furiouſly 
would they have declaimed againſt the Weak» 
geſs of our Counſels, and the Folly of our Mi- 
niſters ! How ſanguine would they have been 
in their Hopes of exciting a general Reſent- 
ment, againſt Spain, againſt the Miniſtry, with- 
in Doors as well as without; and that in 
Conſequence of this, an immediate Rupture 
with Spain would have been inevitable! And it 
they could by any Methods plunge their 'own 
Country into a ruinous and deſtructive War, 
they reckoned their Point gain'd, the Blame 
of it would without the leaſt Ceremony have 
been thrown upon the Miniitry, and then the 
univerſal Cry, they hoped, would be, that a 
Change of Hands was abſolutely neceſſary to 


ſave the Nation; and recover it out of the 


Diſiculties they had tHemiclves moſt wickecly 

thrown it into. ö 
But happily for us, they have been diſgp- 
pointed in hoth theſe Views; the Convention 
arrived, ratified on the Part of Spain, Time 
eough for all Purpoſes, tho' not by ſome Days 
o ſoon as was expected and defired, And the 
king has been enabled to open the Seffion with 
moſt Gracious Speech, the Contents of which 
be given great Satisfaction to the Parliament, 
8 well as to himſelf. Jt is now, fays his Ma- 
ky, a great SatisfaTtion to Me, that I am 
ie to acquaint you, tht? the Meuſures I have 
purſued, bave bad ſo gocd an Affen, that a 
crention is concluded, aui ratified between 
fe and the King of Spain; whereby, upon 
urhderation had of the Demands on hnth 
| | | dec, 


(8) 
ſides, that Prince bath obliged bimſelf to make 
Reparation to my Subjects for their Loſſes, by 
a certain ſtipulated Payment; and Plenipoten- 
tiaries are therein named and appointed, fir 
regulating, within a limited Time, all 17 
Grievances and Abuſes, which have hitber- 
to interrupted our Commerce and Navigation 
in the American Seas, and for ſettling all Mat- 
ters tn Diſpute, in ſuch a Manner, as may 
for the future, prevent and remove all neu 
Cauſes and Pretences of Ne by a ſtrid 
Obſervance of our mutual Treaties, and a juſf 
Regard to the Rights and Privileges belonging 
to cach other. I will order the Convention, 
and the ſeparate Articles, to be laid bifore 
vo. It hath been my principal Care, to make 
aſe of the Confidence you repoſed in me in this 
critical and doubiſul Coljundure, with no other 
View, but the general and laſting Benefit of my 
Kingdoms; and if all the Ends, which are 
to be hopcd for, even from ſucceſsful Arms, 
f can be attained, without plutging the Nation 
into a War, it muſt be thought, by all reaſon- 
able and unprejudiced Perſons, the moſt dehrrable 
Event. | 

And as the King in his Speech from the 
Throne promiſed it ſhould be laid betore the 
two Houſes, fo it was done as ſoon as the 
Tranſlations and Copies could be got ready. 
The Seſſion opened the 1% of February, and 
the 87% theſe Papers were delivered to the 
two Houſes, and by his Majeſty's Comman 
they have bern 1ince printed, that his P.op 


may ſee with their own Eycs, and not * 
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' the falſe Lights that have in ſo many various 


Pofitions been held up to them, what it is 
has been tranſacting, and what Foot our Af- 
fairs, with reſpect to Spain, are in reality 
upon, The Patriots were in the deepeſt Con- 
cero, leaſt this Convention ſhould be. well 
received by the People, even betore they knew 
z tittle of it; they have expreſſed their Fears 
in a moſt ſurprizing Manner, left the City 
ſhould, tho? for a few Days only, entertain the 
[aſt favourable Opinion of it; and therefore 
with great Decency and Dutifulneſs have in 
all Places damned it, and pronounced it to 
be an infamous Tranſaction, without Hearing 
or Tryal, or allowing it a Minute's Time to 
ſpeak for itſelf, One would ſuſpe& they 
thought they could with more Decency ha- 
rangue and declaim againſt it before they 
knew it, than they could afterwards, becauſe 
they could do it with leſs Self-convidtion 
ſince they might then be at more Liberty to 
pronounce jt a bad one, than they could when 
themſelves, as well as the reſt of the World, 
ſaw it was in reality a good one. That it is 
ſo, all reaſonable and impartial Men muſt own, 
who will calmly examine the Contents of it 
and give it a fair Hearing, as I hope will 
very evidently appear, by going thro' the ſe» 
veral Parts of it. The more it is taken to 
Pieces, the better it will be found to bear 
Inſpection; and the more minutely it is con- 
ſidered, the more Satisfaction it will give to 
all, except thoſe, whoſe ambitious and ſelf- 
Intereſted Views make them wiſh it were a bad 


one, 
B To 


10 


To judge of this Convention, we muſt re- 
member, what it was that was propoſed to be 
done by a Treaty with Spain; that is, what 
were the Grievances complained of by the Ny 
India Merchants, and what in purſuance of 
that was by the two Houſes of Parliament 
recommended to the King; now that conſiſts 
of theſe two Points: 

Satisfaction to our Merchants for paſt Grie- 
vances. | 

And, future Security for our Trade and 
Navigation in the American Seas. 

"Theſe are the two Points the Miniſters were 
to try to effect, firſt by friendly Methods, and 
in the way of Treaty. And of theſe the firk 

is abſolutely and finally adjuſted in this Con- 
vention, and a proper Foundation is by it laid 
for happily and effectually ſettling the other 
Point, by a Treaty ſoon to commence, and 
limited to a ſhort Term. 

As to the Satisfaction in this Convention ſti- 
pulated to the Merchants, tis this; Art. 3. After 
having duly conſidered the Demands and Pre- 
tenſions of the two Crowns, and of their re- 
ſpective Subje#s, for Reparation of the Dama- 
ges ſuftained on each file, and all Circutt- 
ances which relate to this important Affair, 
It is agreed, that his Catholick Majeſty ſpall 
cauſe to be paid to his Britannick Majeſty the 
Sam of Ningy five thouſand Pounds Sterling 
for a Balance, which has been admitted as 
Aue to the Crown and the Subjects of Great 


Britain, after Dedudion made of the W 
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of the Crown and Hub jects of Spain; to the 
' End that the abovementioned Sum, together 
e with the Amount of what has been acknows 
Jedged on the Part of Great Britain to be due 
to Spain on her Demands, may be employed by 
his Britannick Majeſty for the Satisfaction, 
Diſcharge, and Payment of the Demands of 
bis Subjefs upon the Crown of Spain. By this 
Article we fee 1t 1s agreed, that his Catholick 
Majeſty ſhall pay the Sum of 95000 J. for 
Satisfaction to the Merchants, together with 
the Amount of what has been acknowledged. 
on the Part of Great Britain to be due to 
ain on her Demands ; which is generally 
underſtood to be 60,000 J. making together 
155,900 J. To judge of this Satisfaction, and 
{ke how this comes to be the Sum, that 
ought in reaſon to be paid the Merchants by 
the King of Spain, it muſt be remembred, that 
pain had Demands upon England, as well 
u England upon Spain; which perhaps may 


ſti- de News to thoſe whom the Patriots have taken 
. ſo much Pains to keep in the dark; who tell the 
77" W'cople of nothing but of our Demands from 
1 an, but not a Word of any thing being due 
1 n from us. This they are fo unwilling 
cu” ss bear of, that I have heard, Patriots with a 
fait; Whrac Face expreſs great Aſtoniſument and 
foal wrprize at it, Patriots who would take it very 
y the l not to be thought very knowing in foreign as 
erling well as domeſtick Affairs; as if it were perfect- 
ed as a new thing, and they had never heard a 
Great Word of it; and yet cis fo far from being 
” v that it is expreſly ſtipulated in the Treaty 
B 2 of 


| ( 12 ) 

of Seville. Art. 6. Commiſſaries ſball be no- 
minated, with ſufficient Powers, on the Pan 
of their Britannick and Catholick Ma jeſties, | 
cho ſhalt aſſemble at the Court of Spain within 
the Space of Four Months after the Exchange 
of the Ratifications of the And Treaty, or f 
ſooner if it can be done, to examine and decide i 
what concerns the Ships and Effe#s taken at 
Sea on either Side to the Times ſpecified in the 

| preceeding Article, — The ſaid Commiſſaries 
hall likewiſe diſcuſs aud decide the Preten- 
ions which his Catholick Majefly may have, 
by Virtue of the Treaty of One thouſand ſeven 
hundred twenty one, for the Reflitution of the 
Ships taken by the Engliſh Fleet in the Yar 
One thouſand ſeven hundred eighteen, For, 
in that Treaty made at Madrid in 1721 is 
this Article, Art. 5. It is alſo agreed, Thai 
bis Britannick Majeſty ſhall cauſe to be reflired 
to his Catholik Majeſty all the Ships of tht 
Spaniſh Fleet which were taken by that of Eng- 
land, in the Naval Battle that was fought 
i the Month of Auguſt 1718, in the Seat 
Sicily; with the Guns, Sails, Rigging, aid 
ether Equipage, in the Condition they are 4 
preſent ; or elſe the Value of thoſe which ma) 
have been fold, at the ſame Price that tit 
'  Paurchaſers ſball have given, according to ih 
Proofs and Vouchers. | 
How ſtrange muſt it ſeem to all Men d 
Senſe, to hear a Thing fo fully ſtipulated | 
theſe Treaties, treated as a Thing never be 
fore heard of, and that by Perſons of Figure n 
Diſtinction, not only with a ſeeming * 
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( 33.) 
but with no ſmall Indignation, as if it were a 
Reflection on the Honour of the Nation, ne- 
ver to be forgiven ! But to be ſerious ; This 
Reſtitution and Satisfaction ſtipulated by the 
Treaty of Seville, conſiſts of two Heads, one 
for Injuries and Damages ſuffered by the Spa- 
viſþ Merchants from England ; this Demand 
is, you ſee, of the ſame Nature with that in 
Behalf of our Merchants from Spain; the o- 
ther is, Reſtitution and Satisfaction for the 
ul Ships taken by the Eugliſb Fleet in 
the Sea-fight in the Sicilia Seas in the Year 
1718. They who know the Value of a Man 
of War, with all its Ammunition and Rigging, 
will preſently ſee that an Equivalent to be giv- 
en for any Number, muſt amount to a great 
Sum; the Money given to the Seamen for the 
Captures in that Engagement, was between 30 
and 40,000 J. I ſhould obſerve, that this Satis- 
faction to Spain was ſtipulated by Miniſters, 
who we may be ſure, were the moſt averſe in 
the World to it, if they could with any Shew of 
Juſtice have avoided it; by thoſe very Miniſ- 
ters who had the chief Direction of our Affairs 
at the Time when that memorable Engagement 


| _—_ 


his being ſo, tis in vain to amuſe People 
upon this Part of the Convention, as unreaſo- 
nable or diſhonourable; we are as much obli- 
ged to it, as fully and as ſtrongly, as Spain can 
be obliged to make Reſtitution or Satisfaction 
to our own Merchants; they are reciprocal 
Contracts, and ſtand Parts of the ſame Trea- 


ties, 
As 
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As the ſettling the reciprocal SatisfaQions 
to be given to each Nation by the other, was 
in the Nature of it a Work of a long Detail; 
after the Treaty of Seville, and in purſuance of 
what was ſtipulated in it, Commiſſaries were 
appointed to ſettle thoſe Pꝛemands on each fide 
at Madrid, and 1t was propoſed to be done in 
the ſpace of three Years; and the neceſſary 
Powers were given to them finally to adjuſt 
thoſe Claims on both ſides, and what they 
agreed to, was to be deciſive. And great Pro- 
greſs was made in this Affair, but ſtill a great 
deal remained to be adjuſted at the Expi- 
ration of the three Years: But the Commiſ- 
ſorial Powers were ſtill continued, and it being 
found very inconvenient, to ſettle ſome Claims 
not finally adjuſted, at Madrid, and particu» 
larly the intricate and voluminous Accounts 
depending between the Crown of Spain and 
the South-Sea Company, two of the Commilla- 
ries returned into England, with an Inten- 


tion to ſettle here, what ſtill remained un- 


determined, with Commiſſaries to be appointed 
here on the Part of Spain to finiſh this long 
Work : And in this State "Things were when 
this new Negociation with Spain began. Tho 
the Commiſſaries had not finiſhed their Buſineſs 
entirely, yet what they had done, was of 
great Service towards putting an End to this 
very difficult and intricate Affair in the Manner 
it is now ſettled, The Demands of the Mer- 
chants upon the Crown of Spain, given to the 
Commitſlaries, together with the Claims at the 
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('15-) 
Bar of the Honte of Commons, and an Eſtimate 
for Sig there claimed, amounted to 343,277 J. 
but pon a careful Examination into the par- 
ticular Claims, it being found that ſome had 
nojuſt Pretenſions to any Alloy auce, and others 
by being over-rate had no Pretence to the 
Values claimed and demanded, the firſt Sum 
was by proper Diſullowances reduced to 
200,000 J. as what was ſufficient to anſwer all 
the juſt Claims and Demandis of the Britiſb 
Merchants: And the next Conſideration be- 
ing, when zud in what Manner the Payment of 
the Sum to be paid to the Subjects of Great 
Britain ſhould be made, conſidering the Na- 
ture of Cedulas for Reſtitution in the Ve 
Indies, and to what Uncertainty or Delays 
Aſſiguments upon the growing Revenues of the 
King of Spain might be liable, the only poſſi- 
ble Means of receiving what ſhould be agreed 
to, except by Payments in ready Money in Loy- 
din, it was agreed on the Part of Great Britain 


Reduction of 45000 J. which reduced the 
Demand upon Spain to 15 5000 J. On the 
aher Hand the Demands of Spain upon Great 
Hritain amounted to 180,000 J. but it being 
hſted upon on the Part of Great Britaiu 
not to admit of a greater. Sum to be due to 
pain than 60,0007. that Sum deducted from 
de Sum of 155000 J. makes the Balance of 
oo, the Sum which the King of Spain 
as by the 3d Article of the Convention obli- 
al dimſelf to pay, together with a total Diſ- 
4arge of all Claims upon the Crown of Great 
Britain ; 


upon that Conſideration to make a further 


(16) 
Britain; which are to be employed by his By. 
tannick Majeſty towards the Satisfaction and 
Payment of the Demands of his Subjects upon 
the Crown of Spain. 

And thus the Nation are happily got to the 


End of one of the moſt difficult, and moſt | 


diſagreeable Diſputes it could be engaged in; 
and the Demands of Spain on Acceunt of that 
naval Fight in which the Honour and Intereſt 
of that Crown were ſo highly concerned, are 
finally liquidated and extinguiſhed ; a Thing 
in all Views of great Difficulty, and of the 
greateſt Nicety that can well be imagin'd; and 
in Proportion to the Difficulty ought our $4- 
tisfaction to be, to ſee it at laſt fo well ended: 
It being by the firſt ſeparate Article, covenan- 
ted that this Sum ſhall be paid in London 
within the Space of four Months from the Ex- 
change of the Ratifications, or ſooner, if poſſible. 
Here is no Room for Evaſion or Chicane, E- 
very Thing is diſtinctly ſettled, the Sum, the 
Place, the Time, that it is to be paid in Spe- 
cie, to ſuch Perſons as ſhall by his Majeſty be 
appointed to receive it. And here, in Juſtice 
to the King's Miniſtry, it muſt be obſerved, that 
they have taken Care to have this Article for 
the Payment of the 95,000 J. ſtand clear of 
the Diſputes between the King of Spain and 
the South Sea Company, and that his Demand 
upon them ſhall not be transferred to the King 
or to the Merchants, and accepted in Part 0 
Payment; the Engagement for the Payment 
of the aforeſaid Sum is abſolute and fixed to 


certain Time at a ſhort Diſtance. This I take 
| 1 
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to be a very material Point; and that the Mer- 


chants have great Reaſon to thank the Midi- 
ſters for their Care in this Reſpect; ſince if 


f the King of Spain had turn'd over his De- 
he mand upon the South Sea Company, in Part 
oſt of Payment to them, the Satisfaction they are 
n; to have, might ttill be a great Way of, before 
hat it is received. Vn we Tus 
reſt What it 13 that reaſonable Men upon this 
are Head, can deſire more, I can't conceive: I fay 
ing reaſonable Men, for ſome are always upon 
the their Prancing Horſe; they are reſolved no- 
and thing ſhall be deemed a ſufficient Satisfaction, 
Sa- unleſs Satisfaction be alſo made for the Ex- 
ied: pences we have been at in giving Weight to 
nat our Negociations by a ftrong Fleet: a very 
pdon extraordinary Demand ! We are very much 
Ex- obliged to theſe Gentlemen, for their great 


ble. Care and Zeal for the Intereſt and Honour 

E- of the Nation. I preſume theſe Gentlemen, 
u the who are extremely well verſed in Hiſtory, and 
Spe rw in that of their own Country, 


{ty de now this to be an uſual Practice and an 
Juſtice WF ettabliſned Right between Princes and States 
J, that WW in War, or at Variance with each other, that 
cle for WW the Expences one Side has been at in Pre- 
lear df _—_ to prevent a War, or incurred in the 
in and Proſecution of one, ſhould be repay'd by that 
Yemand WY Party that is in the Wrong, or that ſues for 
e King Peace; they can tell us no doubt, that Frayce 


ad Spain paid to England to purchaſe a Peace 
a the Conclution of the laſt War the Sum of 
wout Fifty * nearly the ſame Sum 

to 
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to the States General, and in Proportion to 
all the other Powers of the Grand Alliance en- 
gaged at an infinite Expence of Blood and 
„ —— in the Proſecution of that moſt juſt 
and neceſſary War. I ſhould be extremely gal 
for the Sake of my Country, theſe Gentlemen 
could make ſufficient Proof of this; but ! 
am afraid, whatever that Peace might coſt 
France in the Bargains they made with certain 
rticular Perſons for it, Eugland never got x 
ingle Shilling by it. When theſe Gentlemen 
can give any Inſtances parallel to the preſent 
Caſe, I ſhall think them in the Right in deman- 
ding (I wont ſay expecting, for ſure I am they 
don't expect it) ſuch a Satisfaction now; but 
till they do, they will give me Leave to ſay, 
any ſuch Practice between Princes is a Secret 
to me, and what I never heard of. 
But perhaps they will be ſo good as not to 
inſiſt much upon this, nay *tis poſſible they 
may, upon the Balance of Accounts, when 
they conſider the Nature of the Demand of 
the King of Spain upon the Crown of Ex. 
land, allow that the Satisfaction ſtipulated for 
the Merchants is not very unreaſonable : but 
then they ſay, firſt, that this Satisfaction, were 
it never ſo adequate, nay, were it ten Times 
a greater Sum than Spain has agreed to pay, 
is a Trifle, tis nothing compared to the other 
Point, the future Security of our Trade and 
Navigation in the American Seas And that 
this Point ſhould have been ſecured in the firl 


Place, and have been the Buſineſs of a Con- 
| yention, 


but 
) ſay, 
ecret 
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vention, and the Satisfaction to the Merchants 


have been left to be diſcuſſed by the Com- 
miſſaries or Plenipotentiaries; for they are 
pleaſed to think, that theſe two Words mean on 
this Occaſion one and the ſame Thing; only 


that the Name of Pleuipotentiaries will entitle 
the Perſons employed to greater Salaries, and 


perhaps with this farther Difference, that under 
this new Title they may plenipo and give up 
all our Rights, thoſe very Rights which they 
are appointed to ſupport and maintain. Wild 
and extravagant as this Language is, ſure we 


are, the Patriots are not aſhamed to uſe it; as 
if ſtating an Account and negociating a Treaty 


were one and the ſame thing; whereas no two 


Things can be more different, one the proper 


Buſineſs of Commiſſaries, the other neceſſarily 
requiring the Character of Plenipotentiary Mi- 
niſters; but more abſurd is it to ſuppoſe, that 
Minifters inveſted with ſuch Powers, would 
be empower'd to give up the Rights they are to 
defend, or that they were not to govern them- 
ſelves according to the Inſtructions given them; 
which it they tranſgreſs or exceed, they will 
immediately be diſavowed, and whatever they 
agree upon that is e to their Maſter's 
Intereſt, will be null and void for want of 
being ratified: This therefore is the vildeſt 
Fancy that can be imagined, and had I a mind 


to expoſe a Man, I could wiſhtor nothing bet- 


ter, than that he would write or talk in a pub- 

lick Company ar ſuch a Rate. | 
But to come to what has ſome face of an 
C 3 : Ob- 
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jection; they ſay the Security of our 
Trade ſhould have been firit taken care of, 
and heen the Sabject of the Convention; as if 


it were an ea/jer Matter, as well as it is a 


Matter of more Importance. But here I muſt 


take the Liberty to differ from them; and 
beg Leave to remind theſe Gentlemen of two 


Things; firſt, that we have no Right to de- 
mand any thing ot Spain that we are not inti- 


tled to by Treaty; and next, that it we and 
the FSpauiarus differ in the Snſe and Meaning 


of any of the Articles in the Treaty of 1670, 
which is the only Treaty that relates properly 


and ſolely to the Ne Indies, this, in; the Na- 
ture of it is a Work of long and difficult 


Diſcuſhon, and the Differences ariſing upon 
the different Interpretations put upon the Ar- 
ticles of a former Treaty, can be no way effee- 
tually ſettled but by a new Treaty, ; and be- 
ſides, the Difficulties from the very Nature of 
the Thing may be ſuch, as to make it impoſſible 
to be ſettled in ſuch a Manner, as to ſtand 
clear of all Uncertainties, if the contracting 
Parties are not mutually diſpoſed by Friendſhip 
and a joint Intereit to avoid Diſputes and Con- 
troverſies. And JI apprehend it is the Diff 
culty in the Nature of the Thing, that has been 
the true Reaſon why the Treaty of 1670 is not 
more explicit and preciſe, to prevent all futute 
Differences, and that We and Spain may not 
take the Language of this Treaty in one and 
the ſame Senſe, | 


And from hence it might be * 
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ſufficiently ſhewn, if it would not extend this 


Paper to too great a Length, that the ad- 


juſting all Matters relating to the future Secu- 


rity of our Trade and Navigation in the Ame- 
rican Seas, is not ſo eaſy a Matter, or to be 
diſpatch'd in fo few Words, as the Patriots 
would perſuade People: It muſt be done on 


the. Foot of Treaties now ſubſiſting, and it 


muſt be attended, or go Hand in Hand with 


alike Security to the Rights of the King of 


Spain ſtipulated in the ſame Treaties; and 
therefore that it was much properer to leave 
this to Plenipotentiaries, than the Satisfaction 


to be given to the Merchants: ſor not to in- 


fit on this, that what is firſt in the Petition, 


ſnould firſt be taken Care of, there was this 


lain Reaſon for ſettling the Satisfaction firſt: 
1 the Security had been treated firſt, and 
that Point could not have been adjuſted to mu- 
tual Satisfaction, the Satisfaction to the Mer- 
chants had been utterly loſt; whereas now that 
Point is ſecured, whatever become of the other; 
and the Account that has hung ſo long be- 
tween the two Crowns, in relation to the Claims 
of each upon the other, is now finally and 
abſolutely terminat:& Sure *tis ſome Thing to 
have gained this, and this will naturally t:nd 
to facilitate the terminating of the other Point 
In an amicable Manner. 0 Truth, the King 


in the Convention, is a manifeſt Indication, 
that he is ſincere in the Hopes he gives, that 
nothing ſhall be wanting on his Part, to bring 

the 


of Haus conſenting to give this Satisfaction 


4 


the Treaty that is ſo ſoon to follow to à good 
Iſſue: For if he did not intend it, why did 
he comply thus far? If he does not fincerely 
mean to give us all reaſonable Satisfaction for 
the Security demande for the Future, why dig 
he give any Satisfaction for what is paſt ? He 
might as well have grantci neither, as not 
grant both, By the Satisfaction lr-14y granted 
2 Difficulty is taken out ot the Way, which 
might greatly have obſtructed t. '! roary ; 
That the King of „ himſelf in his full 
Powers aſſigns as the Reaſon of his agreeing 
to this Convention, and there can be no c oubt 
but that the Negociation will by this Means 
be carried on more ſmoothly. In the mean 
time the Minds of the People, that have ſo 
villainouſly been inflamed, will be calmed, and 
their Heat gradually ſubſide, when they ſee 
ſomething is fully and effectually already done, 
But that, I apprehend, is the great Crime of 
the Convention, that it will tend to quiet the 
Peoples Minds; a Thought not to be born by 
thoſe who can't live but in Storms, and can 
no more bear a Calmneſs by Land, than Paſ- 
ſengers generally can, without being extremely | 
lick, bear a Calm at Sca. 

Well, thus far we are got, one Point 1s 
ſecured ; but that wont give theſe Geatle- 
men Content : Satisfaction to the Merchants 
is ſecured, but they tell us nothing elſe is; and 
conſequently the Liberty of Navigation 1s 
given up, and that therefore it will be in vain 


for us to expect a Security in that Point; 1 
U 
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if not expreſly given up, yet that no Care at 
all is taken of ir in this Convention; which 
comes to much the fame Thing. But how fo? 
with what Face is this aſſerted? And by 
waom ? By thoſe who have given ſo many 
proofs that they are aſhamed of nothing. I 
ſhould have thought, the agreeing to appoint 


Plenipotentiaries, the actual naming of them 


that no Time might be loſt; the Term of Six 


Weeks in which the Conferences are to begin, 


the ort Term they are limited to, viz. Eight 
Months, together with the enumerating the 
Points they are to treat upon; I ſhould have 
thought this was doing ſomething, and have 
taken it tor a plain Indication that the Li- 
berty of our Navigation is ſo far trom being 
_ up or neglected, that all due and proper 
re is taken of it. But if they pleaſe, we will 
look a little more carefully into the Conven- 
tion, and the Separate Articles, and full Powers, 
and fee whether they are in the Right, or thoſe 
who tell them they are greatly and wiltully 
miſtaken ; and upon this Search and Exami- 
nation we ſhall find, they are truly told ſo. 
Firſt then let us ſee the Preamble of the Con- 
vention; there is no better Way of knowing 
the Senſe of any publick Inſtrument of any 
Law or Treaty, than by looking carefully into 
the Preamble; that is a Sort of Key to the 
Whole. Now the Preamble of the Convention 

begins thus, 
Whereas Differences have ariſen, of late 
Tears, between the two Crowns of Great Bri- 
tain 
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tain and Spain, on account of the viſitiig, 


ſearching, and taking of Veſſels, the ſeizing of 


Effects, the regulating of Limits, and other 
Grievances alledged on each fide, as well ig 
the Weſt Indies as elſewhere; which Differs 
ences are ſo ſerious, and of ſuch a Natur, 
that if Care be not taken to put an entire ftopyty 
them for the preſent, and to prevent them for 
the future, they might occaſion an open Rup- 
ture between the ſaid Crowns For this Rea- 


fon his Majeſty the King of Great Britain, 


and his Majeſty the King of Spain, having 
nothing ſo much at Heart as to preſerve and 
corroborate the good Correſpondence which has 
ſo happily ſub/z/ted, In the firſt Part of this 
Preamble we fee expreſs Mention made-of 
Viſiting, Searching, and taking of Veſſels and 
the Seizing of Effects, as well as of other 
Grievances Theſe Words, and other Grie- 
V4nces, is a plain Acknowledgment, that in 
each of the Particulars ſpecified there have been 
Grievances, and conſequently in the viſiting aud 
earching of Ships; how then can it be pretend- 
ed that theſe are given up or forgot? But the 
Preamble goes on and ſays, that zhe Differences 
that have by theſe Means ariſen between the 
two Crowns are ſe ſericas, and of ſuch a No- 
ture, that if Care were not taken to put an 
entire Step to them for the preſent, and to 
prevent them for the ſuture, they might occaſion 
an open Rupture between the two Crowns : This 
ſhews, that theſe Particulars were complained 
of, not only as Grieyances, but as very great 
| : Grieyanccs, 
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Grievances, as being ſuch, that .if not imme. 
diately put a Stop to, and prevented for the 
future, muſt put an End to the Friendſhip 
between the two Crowns and produce a Rup- 
turc. It goes on, that the two Kings having 
at ing ſo much at Heart as ts preſerve and 
corroborate the good Correſpondence which has 


{ happily ſubſiſted, have thought proper to grant 


their full Powers, &c. To the ſame Purpoſe, 
tis declarc:i in the firſt Article, That where- 
as the ancient Friendſhip ſo deſireuble and ſo 
neceſſary for the reciprocal Intereſt of both Na- 
ions, aud particularly with regard to their 
Commerce, cannot be eftabliſhed upon a Jaſting 
Hundation, unleſs Care be taken not ouly to 
adjuſt and regulats the Pretenſinns for reci- 
qrocal Reparation of the Damages alread 
ſuſtained, but above all, to ind out Means to 
prevent the like Cauſes of Complaint for the 
Future, and to remove abſolutely and for ever 
every Thing which may give Occaſion thereto; 
It is agreed to labour immediately, with all 
imaginable Application and Diligence, to at- 
tain ſo deftrable an End. Is not this, agree- 
ably to the Preamble, an Acknowledgment 
of the Neceſſity there is to take all poſlible 
Care to remove all Grievances for the future, 
to take away all Cauſes and Occaſions of Com- 
plaint; that is, that thoſe Things which have 
deen done, and are complain'd of, as heavy 
Grievances, may be done no more ? That ſome 
efeFual Methods may be taken to prevent the 


lie for the future, Plenipotentiaries ſhall be 


pointed. Is not this in the ſtrongeſt Man- 
D ner 
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ner a Confeſſion, that Viſits and Searches 
have been complain'd of? Is not this a full De- 
claration, that the beſt Endeavours ſhall he 
uſed to take away all Cauſe of Complaint for 
the Time to come? Men muſt be wilfully 
blind that can read this Convention, and yet 
affirm that nothing 1s taken Care of in it but 
Satisfaction to the Merchants for what is paſt, 
without any Care to prevent the like tie 
vanccs for the Future, I wiſh theſe Gentlemen 
would try their Skill, and draw a Preamble 
and Article in ſtronger. and better 'Terms, to 
ſhew the Future was not forgot when this 
Convention was made. ?* Lis in both declared, 
that the ancient Friendſhip between the two 
Crowns is moſt deſireable and moſt neceffary 
for their mutual Intereſts; that this can't ſub- 
fiſt, if the Grievances complain'd of be not 
for the Future prevented, and proper. Means 
found out for that Purpoſe ; and to this moſt 
deſireable End, the King of Spain as well as 
his Maj-fty, promiſcs to give the greateſt At- 
tention, and that the utmoſt Diligence and 
Application ſhall be uſed, and Full Powers 

given to treat, Oc. 3 
And the ſame is the Language of the firſt ſe- 
parate Article, viz, Whereas it has been agreed 
by the firſt Article of the Convention, that 
Ples ipotentiaries ſhall be named immediate 
after the figning of it, to meet at Madrid in 
Aix Weeks after the Exchange of the Ratiſicas 
tions; their ſaid Majeſties, that no Time may 
be loft in removing by a ſolemn Treaty all Cauſi 
of Complaint for the future, and in eftabliſt- 
ing 
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ing thereby a perfect good Underſtanding and a 
laſting Friendſhip between the tuo Crowns, have 
named, Sc. Go now thou falſe Tongue, and 
ſay, that the Security for our Trade and Navi- 
gation for the future is given up, or that no 
Care is taken of it in this Convention, tho' it 
be of ſo much greater Conſequence than any 
Satisſaction to be given to the Merchants. The 
Grievance to theſe Complainants, is not that no 
Care is taken of this Matter, but to find that 
ſo much is; ſince now upon the Convention's 
being publiſh'd, every one that can read is able 
to give them the Lye; for can it be pre- 
tended, that theſe Words are capable of any 
other Meaning, than what I have taken them 
in? Is not this the plain, literal, gramma- 
tical Senſe of them? Can the Spaniards by any 
Chicane or Art put any other Senſe upon 
them ? Can they be charged with any Ambi- 
guity or Obſcurity ? No certainly, they are 
capable of no other Senſe than what every 
Reader will take them in at firſt fight, But 
is not this Language the Language of one 
King as weil as the other? Are not the Con- 
vention and ſeparate Articles ſigned by the 
Miniſters of both Kings, ratified by both ? 
What Pretence then is there for ſo much as 
ſuppoſing, that - theſe are our Words, and ta- 
ken in our Senſe, and not ,the Words equall 
of the King of Spain, or not underſtood by 
him in the ſame Senſe ; when *tis evident they 
are capable of no other? But if there could 
be the leaſt Shadow of a Doubt in this Caſe, ler 
us look into the Full Powers given to M. de la 
D 2 Vuaadra, 
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Quadra, which is a ſeparate Act, and ſigned only ſcer 
by the King of Spain himſelf: Have we not the wit 
fame Language ? Whereas the Differences ariſen dat 
between this Crown and that of England, by reaſon tha 
of the Captures made by our Guarda Coſtas in Ame- cart 
rica, Viſits, and other Proceedings, — and of oth 
other Points equally worthy of Examination and Re- the 
meiy, — did require a ſpeedy ſecure Diſpoſition 15 all 
ſettle them all amicably. Theſe - Paſſages do ſtea 
clearly ihew, that Viſiting and Searching have con 
been complained of on our Part, and not de. mer 
nicd on the Part of Spain ; but on the con- Leg 
trary *tis admitted tNat there have been Grie- had 


vances in thefe two Articles, as well as in thoſe 
of Captures and Seizures, and that it is expreſly 
ſt ip lated between the two Crowns, that abny 
all Means ſhall be fourd out to prevent the like 
Cauſes of Complaint jor the future, and to re- 
move abſolutely and for' ever every Thing that 
may give Occaſion thereto. Which is all I con- 
tend for, and al! chat could be expected in a 
Convention that is preparatory only to a Treaty 
that is immediately to be negociated And al 
this plainly appears upon the Face of this Con- 
vention, in direX Contradiction to what has 
been ſo induſtriouſty infuſed into the People to 
prejudice them againſt it. For Shame then let 
the Patriots give up theſe piriful Cavils, thek 
groundleſs, theſe falſe Aſſertions, That 0 
Care is taken in this Convention for the tt 
ture Sccurity of our Trade and Navigation 
But whatever Part they think fit to act, I hae 
no Doubr but all impartial Men will rather 
belicve their own Eyes, and upon what they * 
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ſeen, be fully fat isfied, that this Convention is 
without Reproach, that not only a reaſonable 
datisfaction is by it given to che Merchants, but 
that a proper and good Foundation is laid tor 
carrying on a ſucceſsful Negociation upon the 
other Points that remain to be adjuſted berween 
the two Crowns, for preventing, as far as poſſible, 
all future Grievances; and all honeſt Men, in- 
ſtead of raiſing groundleſs Clamours and Diſ- 
contents to weaken the Hands of the Govern- 
ment, and obſtru& thereby the Succeſs of the 
Negociation, will join with me in wiſhing a 
hapoy Iſſue to it, 


